
The subjunctive verb helpsheet 

The subjunctive verb form is used to express a wish, obligation 

or desire. For example: I wish I were able to teleport.  

When we use the simple past tense of the verb 'to be', we use either ‘was’ or 

‘were’ depending on the noun or pronoun carrying out the action.  

For example:  

  

She was tired.  

I was tired.  

  

They were tired.  

  Jo and Ky were tired.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Singular nouns, singular pronouns and single 

subjects use ‘was’. 

 

Plural nouns, plural pronouns and multiple 

subjects use ‘were’. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


